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NEEDS IN THE COMMUNITY
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Improve quality of life, attain economic stability, achieve successAccording to the U.S. Department of Education, 20 percent, or one-in-five students, will not complete high school on time and earn a diploma. This percentage is even higher for African-American and Latino students. A recent Talent Shortage Survey by the Manpower Group found that 49 percent, or nearly half of all U.S. employers, recognize that talent shortages impact their ability to serve clients and customers. A Jump$tart Coalition for Financial Literacy survey found that 36 percent of Americans say that they have at some point in their lives felt their financial situation was out of control.And even though Millennials are often thought of as being an entrepreneurial generation, the Marion Ewing Kauffman Foundation found that 91 percent of Millennials want greater access to entrepreneurial education programs. This means we are missing an opportunity to empower today’s young people with the skills necessary to innovate and create the higher paying, high-growth jobs of tomorrow. 
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NEEDS IN THE SCHOOLS

ACCOUNTABILITY TO SUCCEED IN HIGH SCHOOL 

TIME TO INCORPORATE WORK-RELATED MATERIAL

ROLE MODELS AND MENTORS

WIDER PERSPECTIVE, HIGHER ASPIRATIONS
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The Need / School Challengesteaching kids accountability so that they're prepared for the rigors of succeeding, high schoolBroadening perspective about what they know of the work world beyond their homes and neighborsTime for teachers to incorporate work-related materialImportance of more role models



Why JA?
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Our young people are facing the challenge of preparing to compete in an increasingly complex global economy, and they need our help. With proven curricula and thousands of classroom mentors, Junior Achievement is providing young people with the real-world skills they want and need, like how to manage money, how to prepare for a career, and how to open and run a business. In the process, students are connecting classroom learning to the real world, which is allowing them to recognize the value of staying in school, increasing the likelihood they will graduate. Because of the regard demonstrated by so many in the community for our young people, students are receiving life-changing financial literacy, work readiness and entrepreneurship education. 



JA:  PART of the SOLUTION
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JA is proud to be a part of the solution to these challenges. 
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JA Programs
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JA’s programs accomplish all of this by focusing on three areas that contribute to economic success: work readiness, financial literacy, and entrepreneurship, It is JA’s belief that understanding these three concepts are critical to providing young people with the ability to take advantage of the opportunities available to them and achieve a better life for themselves, their families, and their communities.Work Readiness – A study by Microsoft and Pearson Learning reveals that the learning of 21st century skills in the last year of school is positively correlated with higher work quality later in life. JA Programs enhance students’ proficiency in 21st century skills critical to success in today’s workplace.Financial Literacy – A Jump$tart Coalition report indicates that student aspiration or motivation is a key characteristic of financial literacy. JA volunteers serve as role models of financial responsibility whom students can learn from and become motivated by.Entrepreneurship – Babson College research shows college students who take at least two entrepreneurship courses are more likely to become involved as ownersof startups. Applied at the middle and high school levels, JA programs can expose a student to multiple entrepreneurship courses before they graduate.Greater comprehension of these three pillars will better prepare young people to compete in the global economy by fostering innovation, the development of marketable skills and the financial responsibility critical to long-term success in today’s world.
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Junior Achievement in SC
Junior Achievement of Upstate SC

864-244-4071
Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn | Website | YouTube

Junior Achievement of Greater SC
(803) 252-1974
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