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Alternative Certification programs

•Program of Alternative Certification for 
Educators (PACE)

•American Board

•Teach for America (TFA)

•Teachers of Tomorrow (ToT) 





Program of Alternative Certification for 
Educators (PACE) certification areas

K-12 Middle Level Secondary Level

Art Language Arts Agriculture

Dance Mathematics Biology

Health Science** Business & Marketing

School Librarian* Social Studies** Chemistry

Music Computer Science

Physical Education English

Special Education: Emotional Disabilities Family and Consumer Science

Theater History

World Languages*** Industrial Technology

ESOL Mathematics

*requires Master of Library & Information Science or Master of Public 

Library

Physics

**requires specific course content on transcript(s) Science**

***Chinese, French, German, Japanese, Latin, Russian, Spanish Social Studies**



PACE Eligibility Requirements

•Submit online PACE Application. 
https://cert.ed.sc.gov/

•Submit official sealed transcripts from all colleges 
attended. 
•Must have at least a conferred bachelors degree from a 

regionally accredited university.

•Did not student teach in a traditional teacher 
preparation program.
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PACE Eligibility Requirements cont.

•Qualifying score on the required ETS Praxis 
examination(s).

•Complete the Fingerprinting Process and Criminal 
Records Review.

•$105 application fee



Three Years to Professional Certification

Year 1: PACE I (pre-service) and Spring Seminar

Mentor and support, Successful ADEPT evaluation

Year 2: PACE II (In-service), Fall Seminar, PLT exam, begin 
graduate courses

Mentor and support, Successful ADEPT evaluation

Year 3: Complete graduate courses and remaining PACE 
requirements

Mentor and support, Successful ADEPT evaluation



PACE requirements to advance to 
Professional Certification

• PACE is a required three-year program, with the option of an extension 
year.

• Continued employment as documented annually by PACE Confirmation 
of Employment (COE) forms submitted by your hiring school district.

• Three years of successful teaching (i.e., ADEPT = Met)

• Must include district’s mentor-guided Induction program.

• Must include successful summative evaluation at the annual contract 
level.

• Must include successful ADEPT evaluation during the final year of 
PACE participation.

• Qualifying score on the SBE-approved pedagogy exam for the grade/age 
level (i.e., PLT).

• Earned grade of B or better in nine hours of approved coursework.



PACE Resources

SCDE Website: http://ed.sc.gov/

PACE Information: https://ed.sc.gov/educators/alternative-
certification/pace/

Alternative Certification Call Center: (803) 896-0325, option 2

Office of Educator Services Call Center Hours
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday: 12:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
The Call Center is closed on State holidays

Job Search: http://cerra.org/ and individual district websites

PACE Loan: http://www.scstudentloan.org/
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American Board
https://www.americanboard.org/

•The American Board for Certification for Teacher 
Excellence (American Board) is a non-partisan non-
profit 501(c)3 organization established by the United 
States Department of Education.

•The South Carolina General Assembly passed the 
American Board Excellence Act in June 2007.

•American Board (AB) does not require a major in the 
certification area.

•This is a three-year program to earn a professional 
certificate.
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American Board Certification Areas

• American Board certifies educators in the content areas of:

Secondary Content Areas (Grades 9-12)

• Biology

• Chemistry

• English

• Mathematics

• Physics

• Science

Middle Level Content Areas (Grades 5-8)

• Middle Level Science

• Middle Level Mathematics

• Middle Level Language Arts



American Board Steps and Requirements

• Earned at least a bachelor’s degree from a regionally accredited 
college/university

• Successfully complete the American Board Certification Online Program:

• Current cost of program: 

• $2850 (Standard Program)

• $3050 (Premium Program)

• Current promotional price $1900 (one-time payment/Standard)

• Completion of program is self-paced

• Achieve passing scores on the content specific exam and the professional 
teaching knowledge exam

• Obtain the American Board certificate upon completing tests and 
submitting official transcripts



American Board Certification Requirements

After completing the American Board exams and earning 
their certificate, participants should submit the following:

•American Board Application: https://cert.ed.sc.gov/

•Official sealed transcripts from all colleges attended

•Qualifying scores on the required American Board 
content area and teaching-based examinations

•Copy of the American Board certificate

• Fingerprinting Process 

• $105 application fee

•Verification of employment with a South Carolina public 
or charter school district
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American Board Contact Information

Have questions about the certification program? 

American Board 

Phone: 1-877-669-2228 

Email: info@americanboard.org

Website: https://www.americanboard.org/
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Teach for America

• Participants are placed only in TFA partnership districts in 
South Carolina. 

• Participants may certify in all certification areas including 
elementary, early childhood and special education: multi-
categorical.

• The certification area can be based upon need over 
preference.

• To begin, submit an online Application – Teach for America 
website https://www.teachforamerica.org/
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Teach for America South Carolina Districts

• Upstate

• Legacy Early College*

• Meeting Street Schools (part of 
Spartanburg 7)* 

• Pee Dee

• Clarendon 2*

• Florence 1*

• Florence 3*

• Darlington*

• Marion*

• Marlboro

• Lee

• Williamsburg

• Lowcountry

• Berkeley County*

• Charleston County*

• Colleton County*

• Meeting Street Schools (part of 
Charleston County Schools)* 

• Midlands

• Orangeburg Consolidated*

*Denotes active partnerships



Teach for America Certification Requirements

• Be accepted into TFA and complete the summer in-service training

• Teach for America Application 

• Official sealed transcripts from all colleges attended

• Qualifying score on the required ETS Praxis examination(s)

• Fingerprinting Process 

• $105 application fee

• Darkness to Light completion certificate

• Verification of employment with a TFA South Carolina public or charter 
school district



Teach for America Contact Information

Interested in becoming a Teach for America Corps Member?

Have questions about the program? 

Website: www.teachforamerica.org
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Teachers of Tomorrow

• Teachers of Tomorrow was founded in Texas in 2005, in response to the 
growing teacher shortage. It is South Carolina's first approved for-profit 
alternative route teacher preparation provider. 

• The program will look for 21 hours of coursework in the certification 
area(s).

• All of the training is self-paced and online. 

• Interested applicants need to submit an application and transcripts to 
Teachers of Tomorrow for an evaluation. Applicants must be accepted 
into the program before they submit application documents to the state. 



Teachers of Tomorrow Certification Areas

Elementary (grades 2-6) Middle Level Secondary Level

K-12 Language Arts Agriculture

Art Mathematics Biology

Dance Science Business & Marketing

Health Social Studies Chemistry

School Librarian* English

Music Family and Consumer Science

Physical Education History

Special Education: Emotional 

Disabilities

Industrial Technology

Special Education: Learning 

Disabilities

Mathematics

Theater Physics

World Languages Science

ESOL Social Studies

*requires Master of Library & Information Science or 

Master of Public Library



Teachers of Tomorrow Certification 
Requirements 

•Submit online Teachers of Tomorrow Application. 

•Official sealed transcripts from all colleges attended

•Qualifying score on the required ETS Praxis 
examination(s)

•Complete the Fingerprinting Process 

• $105 application fee online 

•Successful completion of ToT’s Phase I: 90 hours of 
Classroom Readiness Training

•Verification of employment with a South Carolina 
public or charter school district



Teachers of Tomorrow Contact Information 

Patrick Young

Patrick.young@southcarolinateachers.org

(803)576-4375 (Patrick’s direct line)

866-434-8405 (general inquiries)
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South Carolina Department of Education
Alternative Certification Contact Information

Alternative Certification Call Center: (803) 896-0325, option 2

Office of Educator Services Call Center Hours
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday: 12:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
The Call Center is closed on State holidays

SCDE Website: http://ed.sc.gov/
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